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JENNINGS, Albert                
 
Private, 427669 
42nd Battalion, Canadian Infantry  
(Quebec Regiment) 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Saturday 16th September 1916 
Killed in Action 
Cemetery: Courcelette British Cemetery 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 26 years  

 
Albert Jennings was born on 31st December 1889 at 2 Burton End, Haverhill, the 
third son of Walter Thomas and Sarah Ann Jennings nee Ridgewell and was 
baptised in St Mary’s Church on 16th March 1890.  
 
In 1891 and 1901 Albert, along with his parents and 9 siblings, were living in St 
Botolphs Place. His father was a thong maker, as was his grandfather Thomas who 
lived next door. By 1911 it was all change. Walter and Sarah Ann had moved to 38 
Camps Road and although seven of their children were still living at home, Albert, 
now aged 21 years, had left the family home. He had found employment and 
lodgings at the Rose and Crown as a servant whose job was described as ‘Boots’. 
Interestingly his elder brother Frederick George aged 23 and still living at home with 
his parents at 38 Camps Road, was at this time working as a pig farmer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On 7th March 1914 Albert and Frederick set sail on the Empress of Britain (pictured 
left) bound for Halifax, Canada. Their occupations were noted as farmers and it can 
only be imagined that they, like so many who emigrated to Canada at this time, set 
out from Haverhill on a great adventure perhaps lured by the promise of substantial 
parcels of land for those courageous enough to take on life as settlers.  
 
Unfortunately the outbreak of war in Europe changed their plans. On 21st September 
1915, Albert signed his Attestation papers in Regina, Saskatchewan and agreed to 
serve in the Canadian Overseas expeditionary force during WW1 becoming Private 
427669, 42nd Battalion Canadian Infantry.  
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We don’t have a photograph of Albert 
but we do have details of his 
description taken from his enlistment 
documents.  
 
He was 5 ft 5 ins with a ruddy 
complexion, brown eyes and dark 
brown hair. He declared his religion as 
being Church of England. His 
occupation was noted as farmer. 
 

He sailed from Halifax, Nova Scotia on 
23rd October 1915 on the SS "Lapland" 
arriving in Devonport on 30th October and 
was posted with the 42nd battalion to 
France on 9th June 1916. The Canadians, 
originally in the Ypres sector, missed the 
first months of the fighting on the Somme, 
but had joined the action there by early 
September.  
 
Albert was laid low by influenza, admitted to 8th Canadian Field Ambulance on 24th 
June and forwarded to No 10 Casualty Clearing Station. The next entry on his 
records is ‘return from base, 16th September 1916’. 
 
The Battle of Flers–Courcelette (15th – 22nd September) was the third and final 
general offensive mounted by the British Army. The battle was the debut of the 
Canadian Corps, New Zealand Division and tanks of the Heavy Branch of the 
Machine Gun Corps on the Somme. 
 
Their first major action took place at Courcelette where they were tasked with the 
capture of Sugar and Candy trench and the sugar refinery. This action saw the 
introduction of two tactical innovations: a creeping artillery barrage and the 
employment of tanks. The creeping barrage resulted in thousands of shells raking 
through enemy lines, advancing 100 yards (91 m) per lift. It was intended to drive the 
enemy into their dugouts allowing the infantry to cross No Man’s Land before they 
could be fired upon. Seven 
tanks from the 4th and 6th 
Brigades  assisted with wire 
cutting. In spite of being 
mechanically unreliable the 
tanks struck fear into the 
enemy. On 15th  September 
1916 the 2nd Canadian Division 
stormed the outer trenches and 
the sugar factory and captured 
the ruined village.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tank
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Sadly Albert was killed on his first day back after recovering from influenza, the 16th 
September, in what was quite possibly his first ever action. The field where his 
unmarked grave was eventually found also contained several other graves. Albert 
was identified by his disc and re-interred, along with the bodies of those men buried 
alongside him, a few yards away at Courcelette British Cemetery in March 1919.  
 
Despite thousands of casualties this was one of the few victories for the Allied 
Forces on the Somme.  
 

 
On 21st October, 1916 the South West 
Suffolk Echo reported that his parents had 
been officially informed that his death 
occurred during a charge against the 
Germans when he was struck from 
machine gun fire and killed instantaneously. 
A letter from the Chaplain of the Battalion 
said, “He is buried on the field with many 
other comrades …. I think he could have 
found no more honourable resting place 
than on the field where he served so 
splendidly.” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Albert Jennings final resting place is in the Courcelette British Cemetery. 
(photo courtesy of CWGC) 
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Left: The distinguishing patch of the 42nd Battalion 
(Royal Highlanders of Canada), CEF. 
 
 
 
Albert is remembered on the Haverhill War Memorial, 
in the West End Congregational Church and also in 
the Canadian Roll of Honour book.  
 

 

 
 
Albert’s brother, Frederick George Jennings, with whom he had set out from 
Haverhill in 1914, remained in Canada working as a farmer. He returned to Haverhill 
at various times throughout his life. 
 
Another older brother Walter Thomas Jennings saw action with the 2nd Battalion, 
Suffolk Regiment on the Somme and was seriously wounded by a gunshot to his 
face in November 1916. He survived. It is not known if he was aware that his brother 
was there too. 


